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        Whether used to map or describe a territory, to 
develop, exploit, or promote it, the map gradually emerged 
as one of the primary tools for the appropriation of 
aristocratic spaces in modern Europe. This cartography, 
widely utilized by historians of parks, gardens, forests, and 
estates, has however rarely been studied for its own sake 
[BOUDON, 1977; BOUDON 1991, ROSTAING, 2005; 
FRICHEAU, 2010]. This conference therefore aims to 
examine the methods of its production, uses, and 
dissemination, while exploring its role in the transformation 
of the environment and in the reconfiguration of an 
aristocracy that considered land ownership as a foundation 
of its social identity. Whether concerning parks, gardens, 
vegetable gardens, forests, or more broadly estates, the 
production of maps served both practical and identity 
function. Drawing inspiration from the sociology of space 
[LÖW, 2015] and adopting the approaches developed by the 
“spatial turn” in history [TORRE, 2008], our research stance 
considers aristocratic space as a social construction rather 
than an objective given, as a product of thought rather than a 
fact of nature. This space is therefore an artifact transformed 
by the increasingly widespread use of maps [VERDIER, 2015]. The primary aim of this conference 
is to examine simultaneously the history of cartography, the construction of space, the history of 
the aristocracy, and the history of its environment. It seeks to integrate all together the studies of 
parks and gardens [FRESSOZ, 2025; QUELLIER, 2012; SYNOWIECKI, 2021; DEVRED, 2022], 
forests and hunting [CORVOL, 2005; PINOTEAU, 2020], and state property management 
[VIVIER, 2009; LABOURDETTE, 2021] by approaching them from a cartographic perspective. 

The corpus of documents is intentionally broad, so as not to limit the study to what is defined as a 
map today (i.e. a representation of a piece of land in a vertical projection). Indeed, from the 16th 
to the 19th century, “what is a map” took various forms (maps, plans, cross-sections, views, relief 
maps, etc.). The study of the choice of one or another of these media, their scales, and their 
evolution is part of the questions we wish to explore. With this broad conception of the corpus — 
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ranging from drafts to printed versions, including “finalized” maps displayed on walls or 
reproduced in marquetry on various objects — the conference specifically aims to study the ways 
in which maps were disseminated, appropriated, and used by a wide range of actors (surveyors, 
gardeners, estate managers, landowners, rural communities, judicial and financial officials, ordinary 
guests…). This approach to cartographic literacies thus allows us to simultaneously examine the 
history of cartography, that of aristocratic practices, and that of its environment. 

We propose to focus on three main questions of research. 
 
1. Why to map aristocratic spaces? 
 
        This first research focus aims to examine the uses of maps and their role in the aristocracy’s 
strategies for asserting its status. Whether for the purpose of representing, organizing, exploiting, 
or promoting their estates, or for managing conflicts arising within it, the production of maps and 
plans often contributed to the affirmation of a social status: that of the landowner. Contributions 
may address how social status was asserted through the act of cartography, in the selection of 
depicted areas, the design of ornaments and cartouches, or the physical characteristics of the map 
itself (material support, format, choice of colors, etc.), from the 16th to the 19th century. 
 

In addition to questions of form, there are also the issues of the content and the discourse 
conveyed by maps. The creation of such a document is never trivial, given the rise in popularity of 
these representations during the cartographic turns of the 16th and 18th centuries. This first focus 
invites to examine the cartographic culture of the European aristocracy to understand how such a 
document gradually came to be established as a privileged medium for spatial discourse 
[VERDIER, 2015]. Reflections on the links between maps and memoirs, paintings, or even 
itineraries for visiting aristocratic gardens allow us to explore this phenomenon. The choice of 
techniques of representation also opens analyses on the representations and imaginaries conveyed 
by the illustration of aristocratic spaces.  The mapping of hydraulic networks and fountains, the 
depiction of inhabited or abandoned residences, and the representation of topography according 
to different methods are all markers of spatial domination. The corpus may thus include depictions 
of castle or religious estates, linked to a discourse of territorial control by the nobility. 
 

2. Aristocratic spaces cartography as a practice 
 

This second theme is devoted to a social history of cartographic techniques. After 
examining the backers who commissioned maps, we analyse their creators: who produced these 
maps, where, when, and how? One of the aims is to highlight the great diversity of producers (from 
surveyors to gardeners, including foresters, botanists, and even aristocrats themselves), while 
explaining how shared models and practices emerged through the exchange of gestures, 
perspectives, and techniques [GOUIRIC, 2004; JACOB, 2011; MILLET, 2016; BERT, 2023]. 
Reflecting on the circulation of actors and expertise is a way to avoid thinking each profession as 
a world closed in on itself [KORZUS, 2004; BINOIS, 2024]. 



 
 

 
This broader analysis should not obscure the specific characteristics of each type of map 

and each scale used. This second focus therefore encourages the development of a typological 
approach to maps that would not necessarily be based on distinctions between types of sites 
(gardens, parks, estates, etc.). One of the goals of this conference would be to consider the existence 
of other classification criteria, based on differences in the production or design of the maps, and 
to think about the question of their archival treatment. 

 
3. To territorialize with the map: a tool of environmental domination 
 

This final focus aims to integrate into the study of aristocratic spaces the paradigms 
developed in environmental history [QUENET, 2015]. Cartography played a role in the 
domestication and control of the category of “nature” as redesigned by modern thinkers, as well 
as in asserting the idea of “resources” and their management [ARNOUX, 2023]. The papers will 
thus analyse the influence of this medium and its development on the transformation of the 
landscapes and ecosystems depicted. At the same time, the map should also be understood as a key 
tool enabling human actors to accommodate their projects with the environmental data that this 
type of production sought to capture [INGOLD, 2011]. 

 
This approach therefore encourages us to situate the aristocracy within the multitude of 

other actors — not only human but also non-human, or other-than-human [DESCOLA, 2005]. By 
engaging with the environments that aristocracy might seek to appropriate or domesticate (fauna, 
flora, rural societies…), the act of mapping did not serve only to spatialize the existing order for 
the purpose of contemplating, understanding, or studying it [BESSE 2015; COUEFFE, 2023]. It 
also aimed to make visible and perceptible a project expressed in relation to a territory to be 
dominated [ORTLIEB, 2025], despite shifting boundaries [CORVOL, 2004; DELCOURTE 
DEBARRE, 2017]. The map thus took on a function that became increasingly prominent during 
the modern era: to facilitate adaptations—or to orchestrate negotiations—between the various 
components of the environment [QUENET, 2019]. Maps produced in contexts of confrontation 
between rural societies and their lords, for instance, could be the subject of in-depth analysis to 
demonstrate how maps reflected (or failed to reflect) the issues of access to and control over the 
commons, their practices, and the conflicts that might arise from them. Similarly, maps may be 
able to shed light on the gendered uses of aristocratic spaces, a topic that has received little attention 
in the field of the history of cartography. 
  



 
 

Organisation 

         The conference will take place from Thursday, October 22, to Saturday, October 24, 
2026, at the auditorium of the Chateau of Versailles. It is supported by the Centre de recherche du 
château de Versailles (CRCV) as part of the 2025 call for applications for funding a “junior 
researcher” study day or conference.  

Proposals in French (though English is also accepted) must include: 

- a title; 
- a 300-word abstract; 
- your name and your institution of affiliation; 
- a brief bio-bibliography outlining your research interests. 

They must be submitted by June 1st, 2026, to the following address 
(colloque.cartesetdomaines@gmail.com) for evaluation by the scientific committee.  

Papers presented at the conference may be published in the CRCV Bulletin. Travel, 
accommodation, and meals will be covered by the CRCV within the limits of the budget allocated 
for this purpose. 
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